NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE: September 5, 2008 
CONTACT:  Myken Lint, Public Affairs Coordinator at Southeast, Inc. 614.225.0980 or lintm@southeastinc.com

Fresh A.I.R. (Artists in Recovery) Gallery is pleased to present:

ACCESSIBLE EXPRESSIONS OHIO EXHIBITION 
SPOTLIGHTING THE WORK OF ARTISTS WITH DISABILITIES
Fresh A.I.R. Gallery will host Accessible Expressions Ohio September 15-26, 2008 with the opening reception on Monday, September 15, 2008 5:30-7:00 p.m. Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is located at 131 N. High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 in downtown Columbus at the corner of W. Long and N. High St.

For more than 10 years, Accessible Expressions Ohio has been the only known statewide, adjudicated art exhibition and tour for persons with disabilities. With stops in Columbus, Dayton, Sandusky, Xenia and more, Accessible Expressions Ohio touches the lives of thousands of Ohioans every year with its message of disability awareness and the unique abilities in all of us.  The work of over 80 Ohio artists with disabilities was on display at the opening ceremony March 8, hosted by the Toledo Botanical Garden. Currently, smaller portions of the exhibition are touring the state.
Fresh A.I.R. Gallery’s mission is to exhibit the works of individuals affected by mental illness and/or substance abuse disorders. Through art, we work to break down the stigma of mental illness by bringing focus to the artistic vision.  Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is operated by Southeast Inc.  Southeast Inc. is a comprehensive provider of mental health, chemical dependency, physical healthcare and homeless services that has been serving Columbus and five surrounding counties since 1978.  Telephone number is (614) 225-0980 or Fax (614) 225-0986 or visit http://www.southeastinc.com/fresh_air.php


Accessible Expression is a program of VSA arts of Ohio, and organization dedicated to empowering people with disabilities, creatively and inclusively, through the arts.  Since 1986, VSA arts of Ohio has provided opportunities for artists and audiences of diverse abilities to share their creativity through education, accessibility, professional development and outreach programs.  VSAO is a member of the international network of VSA arts, an affiliate of The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

For more information about the exhibition or to learn more about VSA arts of Ohio, contact VSA arts of Ohio at 614.241.5325 or visit their website at www.vsao.org <http://www.vsao.org/.
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