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Fresh A.I.R. Gallery presents 

ReFocus
A photography exhibition in honor of National Black HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day

Columbus, Ohio – Southeast, Inc. and the Fresh A.I.R. Gallery join a nationwide response to the AIDS crisis among Africans and African Americans.  On February 7, 2008, Black American leaders and organizations of Columbus will respond to the impact of HIV and AIDS in the city’s African American communities in the seventh annual observance of National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NBHAAD). 
Joining these national efforts, Fresh A.I.R. Gallery presents, ReFocus, a photography exhibition in honor of National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day opening on February 7, 2008. 
-more-
P.2 Fresh A.I.R. Gallery – ReFocus exhibition

ReFocus will run through February 29, 2008.  
The opening reception is Thursday, February 7, 2008 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. and is free and open to the public.  Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is located at 131 N. High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 at W. Long and High St, downtown.
Ten program participants and Project HIP staff participated in a three month photography workshop taught by consultant Rachael Thompson and Fresh A.I.R. Gallery manager Kimberly Glover. Photos from the workshop on exhibit address how participants have ReFocused their lives because of HIV/AIDS. ReFocus is part of a week activities held throughout the city to educate people about HIV, promote testing and link people to medical and support services. 
Project HIP serves African and African American individuals that have been affected by HIV/AIDS.  Project HIP was developed to meet the emotional and mental health needs of Africans and African Americans living with HIV, whether newly diagnosed or having lived with the virus for a long time.  The project features work around themes of health, stigma, and HIV to decrease stigma, create an aesthetically pleasing exhibit, and encourage the community to “get educated, get tested, and take charge”.
Funding for ReFocus is provided, in part, by a five-year grant from the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) for Project HIP (Health is Primary) and the Greater Columbus Arts Council (GCAC) Franklin County Neighborhood Arts Program. 

-more-
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P. 3 Fresh A.I.R. Gallery – ReFocus exhibition

 “Seventy-two African Americans are infected with HIV every day,” said Angela Billingslea, LISW for Project HIP.  “African Americans make up approximately 13 percent of the population of the United States, yet almost half of the total AIDS cases reported in this country is among members of the Black community.  In 2007, HIV/AIDS is one of the top ten leading causes of death for African Americans.  Columbus is one of more than 800 cities across the U.S. that will sponsor programs on February 7, 2008 to call attention to the problem and seek solutions to halt the epidemic.  
National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day is directed, planned and strategically overseen by eight national organizations, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  These groups work in partnership with organizations and planners all across the United States to ensure that activities and events planned are successful and have the support they need.  These bodies are committed to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS in the African American community.  For more information about National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day visit www.blackaidsday.org. 

Fresh A.I.R. Gallery’s mission is to exhibit the works of individuals affected by mental illness and those with substance abuse disorders. Through art, we work to break down the stigma of mental illness by bringing focus to the artistic vision.  Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is operated by Southeast Inc.  Southeast Inc. is a comprehensive mental health, chemical dependency, and healthcare organization that has been serving Columbus and Franklin County since 1978.  Southeast, Inc.’s mission is to be a comprehensive provider of mental health, chemical dependency, healthcare, and homeless services assisting diverse populations regardless of their economic status. With the belief that all people have the capacity to grow and change, we provide our services to people of all ages, cultures, races, religious preferences, genders, and sexual orientations in order to enhance wellness and recovery, thereby improving families, workplaces, and communities. Southeast, Inc. is also accredited by The Joint Commission.  Southeast, Inc. is located at 16 West Long Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 (614) 225-0980 * Fax (614) 225-0986 or visit www.southeastinc.com.
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