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Admission
by Jennifer Eisenhauer
Columbus, Ohio – Fresh A.I.R. (Artists in Recovery) Gallery presents Admission by Jennifer Eisenhauer, Ph.D., May 7 – May 30, 2008. The opening reception is Wednesday May 7, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. and is free and open to the public. Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is located at 131 N. High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 at W. Long and High Street, downtown. The gallery phone number is 614.744.8110.  This exhibition is co sponsored by Marion Sherman, M.D.
Admission traces the intersections of the historical and contemporary experiences that come to define a person’s identity as a mental health consumer, client, and/or psychiatric survivor. Dr. Eisenhauer states, “Through my artwork, I aim to construct situations that raise questions and result in conversations. I am interested in creating interconnected and intertextual spatial experiences rather than a disjointed encounter of individual works exhibited side by side. 
-more-

P. 2 Admission (cont.)
“This practice of creating spatial encounters places an emphasis upon both the viewers’ experiences of their own bodies as part of the work and an encounter with the paths left behind by the now absent artist’s body. My use of projected images in my work also relates to this desire to involve the viewers’ own bodies as they must navigate the ways in which they add to and distort the work through such everyday experiences as casting shadows. Situating this work in the Fresh A.I.R. Gallery becomes a significant aspect of the work as this space is one claimed by the mental health community as both a place in which artists with mental illnesses exhibit work as well as a space for the exhibition of work that addresses issues related to mental health.” 


“The title of this installation, Admission, is intended to reference two ways of understanding the word. The first is to be admitted and the second is to admit to. I am interested in the ways in which admission is experienced by people with mental illnesses as a result of the stigmatization perpetuated through social, cultural, and political discourses. In one sense, admission references the ongoing experiences of coming out and disclosure and the challenging and sometimes painful realities of what can result from these forms of admitting to. Likewise, Admission references the experience of confinement when admitted to hospitals and institutions and speaks to both what people experience and have experienced in these institutional spaces as well as how a person’s history of hospitalization is interpreted by others. In both senses, people with mental illnesses often experience an ongoing fear of the discrimination, abuse, and prejudice resulting from these aspects of admission.” 

Jennifer Eisenhauer was born in State College, PA in 1975 and moved with her family to Jersey Shore, PA in 1980 where she lived until attending college. 
-more-

P. 3 Admission (cont.)

In 1997, she graduated first in the art history department at The Pennsylvania State University. She then continued to earn her M.S. in Art Education in 2000 and a Dual-Ph.D. in Art Education and Women’s Studies in 2003. She was a middle school art teacher in the State College, PA School District from 1999-2003. Dr. Eisenhauer is now an Assistant Professor of Art Education at The Ohio State University where she teaches courses related to social and cultural issues in art and education. In her current research, she continues to explore issues regarding visual subjectivity and identity as related to the representation of disability and particularly the constructs of psychiatric disability, in medical imagery, art, and popular culture.  
Fresh A.I.R. Gallery’s mission is to exhibit the works of individuals affected by mental illness and/or substance abuse disorders. Through art, we work to break down the stigma of mental illness by bringing focus to the artistic vision.  Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is operated by Southeast Inc.  Southeast Inc. is a comprehensive provider of mental health, chemical dependency, physical healthcare and homeless services that has been serving Columbus and Franklin County since 1978.  Telephone number is (614) 225-0980 or Fax (614) 225-0986 or visit www.southeastinc.com.
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